








2010 iBIO Government Affairs Policies - Page 17 
 

About iBIO 
 

IBIO’s mission is to make Illinois and the surrounding Midwest one of the world’s top biotechnology 
centers: a great place to do business, and a great place to grow new technology ventures.   
 
With active support from corporate, academic and government leaders, iBIO: 
 

• Promotes sound public policy at the local, state, and federal levels; 
 

• Improves Illinois’ and the Midwest’s ability to create, attract, and retain jobs; and 
 

• Through the iBIO Institute, organize local leadership to help solve one of America’s biggest 
problems: the deplorable state of math, science and engineering education in the U.S. 

 
iBIO pursues this mission and work plan by promoting effective collaboration within and between the 
public, private, and academic/research sectors of our community.  We thereby contribute to the well-
being of people worldwide through medical, agricultural, and industrial applications.  And regionally we 
create new jobs, wealth, and excitement.  
 
In 2001, the iBIO organization named its annual government service award after Illinois State Senator 
John W. Maitland, Jr. in honor of his effective leadership on issues such as research and education.  For 
the last nine years, the Maitland Award event has been hosted at the State Capital and attended by many 
public officials, including both Republican and Democratic members of the General Assembly, the 
Secretary of State and State Treasurer, and senior appointed officials, as well as many representatives of 
industry.   
 
In 2003, iBIO founded the iBIO Institute, an IRS-certified public charity which provides biotechnology 
education, training and research to the life sciences community and general public.  The iBIO Institute has 
created a number of compelling educational programs to assist in teacher development and students’ 
ability to find quality jobs in the life sciences. 
 
In 2007, iBIO launched PROPEL®, a group of programs designed to help lessen the burdens of 
government devoted to job creation.  PROPEL programs help entrepreneurs create and grow high 
technology businesses providing human health, agricultural and bio-industrial solutions.  With help from 
the State’s Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), PROPEL provides technical 
assistance and critical seed stage funding to startups.   
 
iBIO is proud to be an affiliate of the Biotechnology Industry Organization (BIO), headquartered in 
Washington, D.C.  iBIO partners in its policy development, educational and job-creating efforts with 
organizations like BIO, the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce, the national Biotech Institute, the City of 
Chicago,  the Illinois Corn Growers, Farm Bureau, and Soybean Association, the Illinois State Chamber of 
Commerce, the State of Illinois Departments of Agriculture (DOA) and Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity (DCEO), the Illinois Venture Capital Association (IVCA), PhRMA, the St. Louis Regional 
Chamber and Growth Association, Tech America, the Vision for Illinois Agriculture task forces, and World 
Business Chicago. 
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NOTES

For further information, please contact:
ibioadmin@ibio.org

Illinois Biotechnology Industry Organization
65 East Wacker Place

Suite 1600
Chicago, Illinois 60601
Phone: (312) 422-1111

www.ibio.org




